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Have often obſerv d, whenever the Sttbje&t 
of Converſation has turn'd upon the Prin- 
ciples in Controverſy, between High and 
Lon Church, either relating to Religion or 
Polficks, your Wiſh has been for a Criterion be- 
tween the Two Parties, by which, even the meatt« 
eſt Capacity of either, may ſatisfy himſelf, which 
makes the neareſt approaches to Truth, ung 
both have their formidable Champions, and Both 
pretend to be poſſeſt of it. This Wiſh of yours 
has procut'd you the trouble of this Letter, con- 
taining my Teſt, by which to judge of ithe Truth 
of moſt-Opinions, the belief, or disbelief of which 
are, by the Learned . Contenders for them, 
charg'd upon the Conſcience. How far it may* 
be of Service to others I know not. | P 
I have this ſhort Soliloquy : If I am in Con- 
ſcience oblig'd to the Belief or Practice of any 
thing, the Obligarion muſt ariſe from ics being 
requir d, or not requir'd: or, which is all one, 
its being agreeable, or diſagreeable to the Will of 
the Deity ; and.ſecing the Champions on both 
ſide the Queſtion, aſſert, That God, both by, 
Reaſon and Revelation, is on their ſide, (which 
I know is impoſlible to be true) What then muſt 
1 do, to take my Mind from this Equilibrium ? 
I preſently. have recourſe to my Idea of God, and 
whatever Doctrine I find inconſiſtent with that 
Idea, ſuch a Doctrine myſt, to me, be falſe, Be- 
ing got thus far, I have nothing more to do, but 
to conſider, with all the Exactneſs I can, the na- 
tural Conſequences ariſing from either ſide of the 
Queſtion; and that which ſeems moſt conſiſtent 
with my Notion of the Deity, muſt command my 


ſſent. | A 2 My 
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My Idea of God then ſuppoſe is, Fhat he is aSelf- 
exiſtent eternal Spirit, of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Truth, and Juſtice. Any Doctrine or 
Opinion, deſtructive of any part of this Idea, 
muſt neceſſarily appear to me falſe; as long as I 
retain this Notion of the Deity, even tho it be 
pretended to be drawn from what God himſelf 
has Reyeabd o, ni 8 

For Inſtance, As long as J believe that God is 
a. Spirit, I can never believe that he has Eyes, 
Ears, and Hands, tho' the Scripture, literally 
taken, declare he has. What muſt I do then? 
Muſt I not believe what God reveals? Yes, but 
ſtill wich regard to the. Rule, by putting ſuch a 
Meaning to the Expreſſions, as are conſiſtent with 
the Notion I have of a Spirit, and then T fhall 
preſently quit the Letter, and conſider, That there 
are ſuch Ways of Speaking and Writing, as are 
call'd Figures, Metaphors, and the like, many 


times made uſe. of for the better convenience of 


Truths to uncuitivated Underftandings; by which 
the Eye of God changeth into his Omnipreſence, 
and his Arm into his Omnipotence;' ſo that now 


I can firmly believe what is Reveal'd, conſiſtently 


with my Idea of God's being a Spirit. ö 

To inſtance further, in that mighty controver- 
ted Doctrine of Predleſtination. Which way can 
L, an unlearned Man, altogether unacquainted. 
with the Languages in which the Original Scrip- 
tures were wrote, and thereby uncapable of know- 
ing whether what one Learned Doctor tells me, 
that ſuch is the true meaning of the Text in the 
Original, and therefore tis evident that Predeſti- 
nation, in his ſence, viz; The abſolute Decree of 
God from all Eternity to fave. ſome particular 
Perſons and damn others, is: true. Another, e- 
quallyLearned, tells me, That they who put ſuch 
a lence did not well attend to the drift and dehgh 
55 | — 5 
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tet dowyn the Principles of the Tw 
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of the Writer, and that the Text he ſo much inſiſts 
upon, is to be explain d by a parallel one, That 
ſuch a Word is never usd throughout the Scrip- 
cures in that ſence; and thatthere are ſeveral ex- 


preſs Declarations therein of God, to the contrary. 


Now when have heard bum theſe Learned Dog 
matiſts, I know no aſter Way of ſettling my 
Mind, chan having recourſe to my Rule g and that 
makes it evidentꝭ that as long 45 Ibelieve God to 
be a Being of infinite: Juſtice and Goodneſs, tis 
impoſſible to believe abſolute Election and Repro- 
bation, a Doctrine altogether inconſiſtent wich 
thoſe two Attributes; for indeed (as a moſt ex- 
celleut Divine has well obſerv d) 'tisampothble tb 
ſpeak worſe of the Devil; and therefore; ſure, no 
way reconcilable with the Idea of God. 

Having now, briefly, by two Inſtances; illuſtra- 
ted the uſe of my Rule, Iſhall now, more largely, 
apply it to the Controverſy I firft-mention'd. _ 
order to. which, it will be neceflaryrthat T:turft - 
Parties, in 
relation to Religion and Government-j —— 
Conſequences or Tendency of thoſe Prinriples; 
and then it will be no difficult Matteo to ſnew, 
which are moſt conſiſtetit with our Idea of God, 
ſuppoſing my Readers Idea to be thedtame:with 
mine. 113 n 09 a2 waar 

To begin then Müh * Tories Or ( High-Chureh. 
They believe, That the'Princerderivetivins Right 
of Government from Godimmedietely, and thede- 
tore to God only is acoountable for any of his 
Actions, which, if neuer ſo extravagant, muſt 
meet with no oppoſition from any of his Subjects. 
That Conſcience is likewiſe ſubject to his abſolute 
Authority, ſo far as to be oblig'd: to uniformity 
in Worſhip; for ſupport of eee bring ſe- 
veral Texts of Scripture. 

The Whies,. or Low'Ohurch hold, That God hath 
A 3 made 
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made Man ſuch a Creature as naturally to diſpoſe 
him for Society: That the Inconveniences of So- 
eiety, without Government, are ſo many, that it 
quickly brings to enter into ſuch Pacts as 
* they think will beſt ſerve the End of all Political 
Societies, wiz. The better ſecuring the Lives and 
Properties of every Individual. + And thus may 
Government (abſtractedly conſider d, they ſay) 
be ſaid to be of Divine Right; but the particular 
* Modes or Species of Government are left wholly 
. <o Mankind. That this muſt neceſſarily be the 
be. Origin of Political Authority, they think is evi- 
dent from all Mens being born equal That God 
nas the ſole Authority over Conſcience, and there- 
fore tis the natural Right of ali Mankind to have 
the Liberty of Worſhipping God in that Way 
which they think moſt acceptable to him, in or- 
der to their better ſecuring their everlaſting Hap- 
2 The evidence of which chey think ſo 
clear, from the Light of Nature, that nothing 
but the Authority of Scripture could any way op- 
pole ; therefore they have ſhewn, that choſe Tests 4 
brought to favour the contrary Opinions are fairly f. 
capable of another ſence; and that there was no Þ N 
deſign in the Scripture. Writers to ſettle the Form BY 

, of Government, or the Power of Governors. 

I know, Sir, you muſt agree, that I haye nat 
fd a wrong Greed upon cither of the Parties; 
but if any ſhould make a doubt, E could caſtly-bring 

abundant Teſtimonies from the Writings of both. 

-' | Having now fer down their Principles, I ſhall 
proceed with as ſtrict Impartiality in dedueing 
the Conſequences. 4 dr ate 

Thoſe of the firſt are, That the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate in every Monarchy (for with them there 
are no Legal Republicks) is abſolute: From hence 
it muſt needs be, that there can't be a limited Mo- 
narchy, but all are exactly equally r ; 
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2 
that is, That the Subjects of every Monarch in 
the World were made ſolely for his Uſe and Plea - 
ſure here, as much as my Dog or wap * 


mine. If it be ſaid, That the Magiſtrate muſt 
take care ſo to act towards thoſe thus ſubiected 
to his Will, as not to endanger his own fature 
State of Happineſs. Tis anfwer'd; So ought the. 
Thief and Murderer ; but yet, 1 believe, it wilt 
readily be agreed by both Patties, that there need 
for further reſtraint upoh them, to prevent 
their committing ſuch Crimes, than what Will 
arife from their own Reflexions ; and therefore, 
till it can be ſhewn, that Kings are not fubje& 
to the like Paſſions and Irregularities as their Sub- 
jects; or, that all Hiſtories agree, that there never 
was a wicked Prince, nothing can be more rea- 
ſonable, than that they ſhould be reſtrain d from 
doing Ill as well as the reſt of Mankind, unſeſs 
God has forbid any ſuch Reſtraint, which is what 
is to be conſider d at the Conclution. .. 
Further, Hereby the Subject is excluded from 
all manner of Property in relation to the Prince; 
for if Jam his Property, all that I can call mine, 
muſt be his Reewil, F 
As to Religious Matters, the onſequences are 
evidently theſe ; That they mutt make true Reli- 
gion very precarious, and that more regard onght 
to be had to Uniformity chan Sincerity in Reli- 
cou e Goon toons 6 
That true Religion will be rendred hereby very 
precarious, is evident from the uncertainty of 
Princes being of like Minds in Religion, who fuc- 
ceed each other on the Throne: And it they 
ſhould differ, then what was true Religion in the 
Laſt Reign, is falſe in This, and all the Subjects 
oblig'd to Change, in conformity to their Prince, 
at leaſt in appearance. If it be ask d, Whoever 
aſſerted any ſuch thing? tis anſwer'd, That tis 
A 4 a 
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the natural conſe ge of that Prinęiple, hat 
Conſci lence is unde rH Authority of the Magi- 
feat fo f far AS to bl eto Uniformity. Tf it T2 

aik*d further, Who held ſuch a Princ le? The 

nfwer 112 be, Biſhop ge his Le N Rical 
Polity, and every onezelſe who are againſt Liberty 
of .Coſcience, which, Dr. Sacheverel ſays, Ane 
be-yi 12 bu ogly by. 7 e 4 

"th chat when of K Cha. II. Gf he had mage 
4 | fight we pf the: 8 er the WA a of 
Principle had d fineſſe d him with) ee 


us ll; 0 De good 89 Sons. and Daughters of the 10 20 
of 158% at leaſt in appearance ; and we ha 


(Onfecins. walk 'd-in. this þ om Pathway. to Hea- 
K+ STe he goes xefore 8 Ang 1 + ſucceeded by 
5 . bg. © leſs zealous for the future 
F ER his 95 0 0 bungen them to 4 5 
927 fy It Sligion, AS bei a muc 
4 CAP AP e in betone And tho 
VOY, 1410 his Subjects, Fenn to their Principles, 
Ely, turn into the Royal-Road, yet many 
of them may be e of a different Opinion, and may 
think.themſelves ro be very ſafe, as y are, and 
apon it beg leave to gs care of "hair own Souls, 
and th ber AY permitted to continue in 
8987 cl Way, hey doubt not is the ri 
becauſe t 17 Kio L Marks} in it, Which thoſe, 
Who aufe 10 OY told them Mey muſt meet 


With. This ſ:ems to be a reaſonable Requeſt, 


bur the King 7 THE; F 175 are à parcel of Bi- 
gots, 200 ealyio be impos d upon, he knows bet- 
ter; That they arg ſo far from being in the direct 
Road. to Happineſs, that it leads to Miſery; and 
therefore having ſuch 2, Kindneſs for them, he'll 
make them ſenſible of it in Smithpeld, if they don't 
immediarely turn out. This AnſwWer to their Pe- 
Tition can do no leſs than produce Conviction in 
the Mind, but if there ſhould be any ſo obſlinare, 

4» 


{2 "60 


as to go about to make out, that Mankind has 
a Natural Right of purſuing thoſe Methods they 
think moſt ectual to procure, eternal 4 


ſuch an one can be oh ee e 

Having thus givgn an Inftance, only to.ally- 
ſtrate the Conſequence of their Principles, [1 ſhall 
now do them the Juſtice W, Badr what they 
have from Reaſon, to ſay in Viodication of them, 


o far as. is conſiſtent with my, Deſign, which is 
not to diſcuſs the Queſtion, in Controverſy, but 
only juſt to mention what is aflerted by both Par- 
ties, without n into the detail of the Ar- 
guments ; ſo, that having both in view, we may 

he eaſier perceive which have the greateſt Con- 


ormity to the 1 N 


Not only the Scriptures, they ſay, but Reaſon 
tells us, that we ought not, upon any Account 
Whatever, to reſiſt the Commands of the Sove- 
reign, becauſe tis importing for the Sovereign to 
be Subject ae caſe: tis, a contradiction in the 
very Terms. Again, If they may in any Caſe 
be reſiſted, as In Lyranny or the like, Who ſhall 
judge whether his Actions axe ſuch as ought to be 
oppos d? If every one is left to judge for himſelf; 
what a pretty Condition are che Prince and the 
Goveznment in, when every ignorant Fellow 


ſhall ſer himſelf up for a judge in State Aﬀairs, 3 


* * 


and if they be not manag d according to the Mo- 
del in his wiſe Brain, then he finds Fault, rig 
out of Male-adminiſtration, progures Abettors, 
and, by their Aſſiſtance, endeaygur, to overturn 
the Government, and bring it into thoſe Miſe» 
ries that attend Anarchy and Confuſ ion. 


” 


The Reaſons they urge to oblige all to Unitor- 
mity in Worſhip are, That Mankind are in no- 
thing ſo zealous, as for their Religious Opinions, 
and that makes them very deſirous of getting the 
Power of Government into their Hands, that they 


may 
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nity have theirs eſtabliſhed, And this Zeal lke- 
e puts them upon Conteſts in vindication of 
the Truth of their ſeveral Opinions; which Con- 
teſts, and the deſire of Power, muſt very much 
endanget the State; and thebefore it were much 

better that all ſhould be of one Mind, and then | 
there would be no Foundation for Part y-Feuds. 
and Animoſities, thoſe Seed-Plots of Rebellion, 
And then again, there is nothing. requit'd in or- 


der to Conformity with the Church of England, 


that is in itſelf {infyl, and therefore to diſſent is 

only Obſtinac y). 

The Anſwers to theſe ſeveral Rhaſbns witl ap- 
pear in the Confe uences of the Lom hurch or 
big Principles. The firſt is, That if the Origin 
of Government be, as they ſay, then tis plain, 
That the End of all 'poſitical Societies' is the good 
of the Community; ſo that in entring into it 
they cant be conceivld to inveſt atiy Perſon or 
Peffons with ſuch Power as to render their Lives 
and Proper. ies leſs ſafe chan in the State of Na- 
ture; and therefore that there ought to be fix d 
Rules in every ſuch Society, call'd Laws, by 
which every one may know how to conduct him- 
felf; 10 aue if he be not guilty of the Breach of 

any. "of cheſe Laws, he can't, by any Power in 
fuch a Society, he puniſh' d: Ifhe to d, i it wou'd 
be an Arbitraty Tyrannical Act, tis laying aſide 
the'common Meaſure of every Tadividual, even 
from the ſupream Magiſtrate to the meaneſt Sub- 
ject; and if often repeated will give a general 
Alarm, every one will be apt to think it may be 
his own Cafe next, aud therefore twilł᷑ puꝭ thofe 
Subjects who are of greateſt Power upon uniting 
cheir Force, to try if they cant ſtem this Torrent 
of Oppreſlion, and bring the Society to its old 
State of Satery, by re. elt, avlithing this common 


Meaſure. 
From 


2 " 


From hence, ſay the big, tis euſy to recon- 


cile Sovereignty and Subjection in the ſame. Per- 


ſon or Perſons; for He, or They may be inveſted 
with the ſupream Executive Power, tho' not Le- 
giſlative, becauſe in the firſt, he has the fame Ei- 


rector with every one of his Subjects, wiz. The 


Law, and conſequently, that in all well-regula- 
ted Governments both theſe Powers ought not 
to be ſolely in one Hand. They think it no leis 
eaſy to anſwer that common Queſtion of the 


other Party, Who ſhall be judge of the Actions 


of Sovereigns? The big, fay, The People. 
Say you fo, they reply, the Prince have a fine 
time of it, if the Mob, the conceited Mechanick, 
ſhall judge of Reaſons of State, and approve or 
condeinn his Actions; rhis,muſt needs tend to the 
Safety. of a State, When every illiterate* Fellow 
may, without the Checks of Contczence, endea- 
vqur to overturn i my red he arr ah cnn 
This Objection to their Scheme, the hig, 
think ſo weak that they ſuppoſe (in favour of 
thoſe: who. uſe it) tis, only the plauſibility of it 
have made it been urg'd ſo often, in hopes of gain- 
ing an inconſiderate Reader; for is, it not clear, 


that cvery one mult, have this Right of judging 


the Actions of others relating to himſelf? If a 
Lord dos commit any act that is injurious to his 
Plebean Neighbour, is not he a, proper judge 
whether his Fences be broke, or his Servant abus'd, 
becauſe the Perſon committing the Offence was 
ſo far above him in Quality: Indeed if there be 
no real Injury dogg, bat the Fellow will be fan- 
cifal, and ſuppoßꝭ there is, let him take his Re- 
medy at Law, and ſce what he will get by it; 
Let him fee, that finding Fault without a Cauſe 
is che direct Road to Ruin. And then he needs 
no checks of Coe to keep him from ſuch 
Contęeſts. But the Prince is {till in a much ſafer 
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condition. For if any Subject tho' never ſo great 
think himſelf injur'd by his Prince, and perhaps 
really is ſo, yet if it be his Cafe alone, and that 
tis very rarely that the Prince deviate from the 
gommon Rule, the Law, He may attempt to re- 
here himſelf in vain, He'll find but fe Aſſiſtants, 
unleſs amongſt his dependants; ſo that if he pro- 
ceed to Hoſtilities, it muſt inavoidably terminate 
in his Ruin; a ſufficient Conſideration eo keep 
him within bounds, how much leſs chen are the 
Inferior ones able to effect any Revolutions in 
Government, ſo that tis evident this Argument 
can be made uſe of only as a Childiſh-Bugbear, 
and can't have any force but only with ſuch Un- 
derum {£112 44-0 
This Scheme then is fo far from rendring the 
Prince nnfafe upon his Throne, that it has a di- 
rect tendency to the contrary, becauſe he has his 
ſafety always in his own Power, he has nothing 
to do but to purſue the Publick Good, (the end 
for which he poſſeſſeth that Poſt) and it is im- 
poſſible for any Rebellious Attempts ever to. ſuc- 
ceed. For when thoſe at Helm purſue the pub- 
lick Welfare, it is ſo generally ſeen, and felt, 
that none but Mad - Children would riſe up againſt 
ſuch UE nurſing Parents, and it would be hard 
to ſuppoſe the Majority under ſuch a fatal Lunacy. 
In anſwerto the Political Reaſons urg'd againſt 
Liberty of Conſcience, the Whigs ſay, that Evil 


is not to be done that Good may ariſe from it. 


That it is an Evil to puniſh Perſons for not 


acting contrary to their Canſeiences, no doubt 


can be made, tho' what is r&vir'd to be. done 
be really in itſelf Innocent, and Lawful, for tis 
mot what the Act is in itſelf, nor what ſence the 


— 1 e:: TD 97 
Impoſer have, of it, but what he who is to per- 


'Form it thinks of it, is what is to be minded: For 
otherwiſe, the Roman-Carholicks have the fame 
”= Plea 
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Plea againſt all the Reform'd, that tis only their 
Humour, and Obſtinacy, which makes them ſe- | 
parate from their Safe-Church, for they require 
nothing ſinful, nothing but what tis their Duty 
to comply with. . TH" 7 
And whereas it is further pleaded by the other 
ſide; That the Zeal of Sects for their ſeveral Re- 
ligions, make them puſh at Power, every one 
being deſirous of getting it into their own hands, 


in order to Eſtabliſh their own Way, to the en- 


dangering the Publick Peace. They think this 
Argument, if rightly purſu'd, would plead ſtrong- 
ly in behalf (of what tis brought againit) 3 
of Conſcience. Becauſe if every Man have ſo 
great a Zeal for his own Way, tis becauſe he 
thinks it the ſafeſt to Heaven, which makes him 
deſirous that he, nor his Poſterity, may never be 
forc'd- out of it. Which thought indeed makes 
him deſire Power in the Hands of his Party, but 
tis only that it may be eſtabliſh'd, ſe as no other 
may have the Power of perſecuting him for his Re- 
ligious Opinions. And therefore were Liberty 
of Conſcience ſo ſettl d, as that one Party never 
would oppreſs, or perſecute another, but all 
equally ſhare in the publick Advantages, whas 
occaſion would there then be to contend for Pow- 
er, when alFare equally fafe in what hands ſo- 
ever it be? Such an amiable Toleration, would 
then be ſo fat from endangering the State, that 
nothing would fo: ſtrongly Cement us againſt 
2 Foreign Enemy, which would be the only 
one we could there have, or need to fear. 
Having thus, my Friend, with all the Brevity 
I could, ſet downthe Principles, the Conſequences, 
and the Reafons of both Parties; I have nothin 
more to do (in order to adhere to one fide) but 
to conſider which ſet of Principles is moſt likely 
to be authorized by God. | 
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In order to which, let us conſider, whether it 


be conſiſtent with ti Idea of our Infinitely Good 
Being, who has declar'd that his Mercy is over 


all his Works, to order that all Mankind (except 


fome few endow'd with no natural Advantages 
above the reſt) ſhould be in a State of perperual 
Slavery both in Body and Mind, and this for 
no real advantage to them either here or hereafter. 
Or whether; on the other hand, there appear 
not greater Conſiſtency, that he ſhould allow 
Mankind perfect Liberty, as. far as is conſiſtent 
with the Safety of Government, Liberty being a 
Bleſſing ſo valuable, ſo deeply implanted in our 
Natures, that nothing (as long as we have a Be- 
ing) can eradicate it. The very Advocates for 
Slavery, plead as ſtrongly as any for it, in their 
Actions, nothing but their Writings appear againſt 
it. Is it not the voice of Nature as well as Reve- 
lation (and cherefore doubly 2 Command. of that 
God who: gives himſelf the Title of Love,) That 
we ſhould do that to every one, as we would be 
done by? And is it conſiſtent with this Rule, 
for ene to perſecute another, only for worſhip- 
ing God that way he thinks moſt acceptable? is 


that a Crime worthy toche /puniſh'd by the Magi- 


ftrars? Whar notion muſt ſuch Men have of God, 
that think he is better pleas'd with the Modes 
than the Eſtcem of Religion, wich Conformity 
than Morality, wich praying for Jews, Turks, 


Infidels, and Hereticks, than in Acts of Kindneſs, 


4nd Humanity towards them. And tho he lets 
his Rain deſcend, and his Sun ſhine upon the Un- 
juſt as well as Juſt, yet he. would not be: imitated 
in this univerſal Benificence. Gu 19! | 
- And purſuant · to their ſeveral Principles, you 
find one Party continually declaiming againft Mo- 
deration, full of uncharitable Thoughts of their 
Neighbours, repreſenting all that diiter from them, 
as 


$a, 

as Hippocrites, that make pretences to Religion 
only as a Cloak, that they may the better bring 
about their Miſchievous Deſigns; and all they who 
come not up to the ſame pitch of violence, with 
themſelves are proclaim'd to be Falſe-Bret hren. 
Whereas the Other are always in their Writings 
pleading for Moderation, Charity, Humanity and 
univerſal Juſtice, without regard to Parties. That 
all impartially partake of the Benefits of that 
Government under which they live, as long as 
they behave themſelves in ſuch Manner as the 
Laws require. 


Now, which of theſe makes the neareſt Ap- 


proaches to Juſtice and Goodneſs, could not hold | 


me in Suſpence, but quickly determin'd me to 
the Latter. If this Method do not carry the fame 
Evidence with it to your obliging Neighbour, 
with whom, you ſay, you have often ſome little 
Diſputes on this Subject; if it makes no Altera- 
tions in his Thoughts (as I almoſt deſpair it 
ſhould ) conſidering with whom he has ſo often 
convers'd, without being a Convert, aſſure him, 
that IT ſhall not have him in leſs Eſteem, but ſhall 
always deſire, that neither He, nor any one elſe, 
may ever be comperd to deny or ſuffer for that, 
which he at the ſame time firmly believes. 
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SIX, 


Your real Friend and 
humble Servant © 
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